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Barly in January 19286,cur family returned from a cemp in the jungles
of India to our home in Damoh,Central Provinces,where my husband end I
were 1n charge of a boys'! boarding school carried on by the Viseciples
of Christ.It was our custom to teke our family of two hundred Indian
boys opt for a ten day camp during the Christmss holidays. The weather
was usually sunay and crisp, and the outdoor life close to nature,in-
eluding the wild fruit, the wild snimals,sometimes shot to provide
meat for the camp, and the evening campfires,provided a happy interlud e
in the institutlonelized 1ife of all of us.

hs we were ugpacking,our second son Thomas, just two weeks short of
his fifthe blrthaay, esked permission to go to the home of his only
white playmates, two sons of-tne English Deputy Commissioner.Having
glven his promise to return before dark, he went off happily, in semmch
of his friends,

48 1t grew dusk we sew coming across tne open plain in fromt of our
house the English mother ,her two sons snd Thomes.After we had welcomed
and seated our guest she said" Thomas had a very severe coughing and
choking spell and 1 thought I should bring himg home. There was no
apparent reason for it spid he seems all right now, but I wanted to tell .
§ou sbout it..0ne of my sons recently had the croupbnd perhaps Thomas
hss suffered sueh an attack.®

After our guesta had departad,Thomas sald"Daddy, I know what made
me choke. 1 have & brass bell in my neck".He led us to the playroom,
pleked up a bead from the floor and sald it was one like this.The
‘bead was of glass,gllded,about the thickness of a lead pencil snd three
quarters of an inch long.The gtring of beads had been given to twenty-
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The string nhad brokesn eand the bsads were lying sbout. Thomes hsd
clappad one of them into his mouth and later Ras h-a was pushing his
playmate in a toy car which had been a Gnristﬁaa ift,he inhaled
deeply,carrying the bead into the traches.

At that time we had no mission doetor in our station,so by nine
o'clock Lhat evenlng we were starting in our T model Ford on the sixty
slx mile trip to Jebulpur,where doctors and Xerays would be available.
fie arrived about midnight,but as Thomas had slept most of the way and
scomed comfortable,we dbeided to walt untll morning before sseking
help.He had & very heavy wheeze which could be heard in the next room.
The next morning that noise dissppesred snd he sppeared normal in
every way,We took him to the government hospltal, where the doctor
examined him and then sent bim for X-ray.lhe mechine wes of very old
vintage and tempersmental,snd the tecaniecian found 1t nece:sary to pick
up a stick and strike the dial frequenﬁlg in order to meke it register.
As expected,it shovwed nothing, snd the doctor suggested that the &ﬁld
haed probably coughed up the bead,or would soon do so, if by ghance it
were s5till thers.Sc with no help and less comfort, we drove back home
that evening.

IhaXuekex® That night was much the same as the former, with vary-
ing degrees of wheeszlng all night. The next morning Thomas ate and plajy-
€d &5 usual, and seemed to enjoy making queer noises with his breathiag,
h4s he wes taking off his shoes for his efternoon nsp Bb was selzed with
severe pain in hig chest and great difficulty in getting his bieath.He
became very excited and 1t was hard to comfort him.The spell passed
after a couple of minutes,but he was so exhasusted he fell asleep im-
mediately, to be awskened after an hour with snother such attack, longer
end more severe then the first.

g kn%h then that something must be done and that very quickly.
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We consulted our Anglo~Indisn Civil Surgeon,who get things in readiness

3}* for a tracheotomy,should that be necessary. We also wired our mission
S =

doctor in Bilaspur to ¢all in a neighboring doctor for a consultation
when we should arrive the next afternoon.That night about ten we were
prepared %o lle down for a souple of hours rest,before taking a train
at two 1n the monning,when al atteck came, which proved to xa be the
worst one yet., We rushed Thomas to the home of the Civil Surgeon, end
remgined there during several successive abtacks, fearing that each one
might choke him %o death.The pain he suffered and the terror he felt
were almost more than we could bear.But we knew we must press on to
get help, so in sPite‘of the great fear inour own hearss at taking
Thomas away from medieal nelp in case of emergency,we btook the train,
a3 planned Tor the fourteen hour trip to Bilaspur.We kept the child
sitting up Tfor the rest of the night and he suffered no mors o f the

attacks until three o'clock the mext afternoon.By that time our mission

5§$dohtor was with us and we were relieved to have expert help at hand.He

had taken the morning traln from Bilaspur,which met our train about
noon, and returned with us. As weleft the train at Bilaspur,Thomas was
in the midst of another choking spell.During that night enother slight
spell oceurrsd snd thaet was the lzat of those nightmare expsriences,
although of eourse, we never felt easy in our minds.During these spelle
by pubting the hand on the child's chsst or back,one could feel the
bead moving up end down with the lntake and outlet of air,and there was
a distlnet m sound,too, of tis chugging back snd forth.

Our doetors had learned by wire that the Medlcal College Hospital
nose and throat doctor,an Emglishman,had at his disposel in Caleutts &
bronehoscope. They assured us that the operation would be a comparativ
ly simple one in the hends of such a speclallist, Lesving big brother g

and beby sister with friends in Bilaspur, we parents and Thomasm,
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eccompanied by a mission doctor and nu¥se made the twelve hour train .
Journey, where we¢ entered Thémas in the government Medical College Hospie-
tel.An X-ray showed the bead in the right bronchus, just below the branch-
off from the trachea,as far down es the slge of the bead would sllow 1t te

go.Fortunately, it was lengthwise of the bronehus,so the rather large
opening in the middle of the bead allowed the passsge of alr,

The doctors put Thomas to bed with hls feet elevated, hoping that
gravity end coughing would remove the bead.After five days with no result
they decided to use the bronehoseops.A heavy dosw of chloroform wss ad-
ministered and they were beginning wopk, when a spasm of ths diaphragm
took plane,makipg it neeessary to stop lmmediately, with nothing accom-
plished.+he surgeons felt they shoudd haweanother chance. We were very re=
luctant to give it,since the first attempt had been unsuccessful and had
almost cost the child's life, and yel we knew there was no where slse to
turn in India and that we must give them another chance. They dld not want
to give another ans-sthetie immediately, so for another five days we walteds
Then they made another attempt, while we parents sgonized snd prayed, in
the cold halls of the hoppital for an hour and a half,only to be toid in
the endthat the operation had besn utterly unsueccessful.

All thet work on his throat had been Very hard on Thomas and for
three days he was 80 hoarse that he could not speak above a whisper. Thst
night he developed a very hlgn temperature and our mission doetor knew that-
he was in for pneumonis.We all felt that he would get beiter care in our
mission hospital,$o with our very sick child and nothing else to show for
our ten futike days in Calcutta, we returned to Bilaﬁpur. There he received
every attention and the best of care,but several days elapsed befors we
Tfelt sure he would recover from the pneumcnia.As soon as he was able to

trevel, we returned to our own home.

Rarly in February, our annual misaion meeting convened.By that tim e
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although still thin and weak from the pneumonia.?bﬂha seemed wall and the
bead ssemed to be making no trouble at all.We asked the advice of our med-
1cai'oomm1ttou a8 to our next move. They cabled the world renowned bronehos
bronchoscoplst, Dr. Chevaller Jeckson of Philadelphia ss to whether he
would recommend a specialist in Europe, informing him that there had been
two upsuccessful attempts at removing the bead, In India. The next day we
read his reply,"Bring child to Philsdelphia®, The misslon gave its approval
for us to follow that sdvice.

Saveral hours of conflict fodklowed. Unly fifteen months had elapsed
ginee our return {rom furlough in the United Stéban,for our second seaven
year term of service. We had been so happy toc get settled in our own home
snd work sgaln.lne prospect of turning over our work to someone else,psck-
ihg away our possessions so thabt our successors mlgnt live in our bungalo,
preparing for the trip for five of us , end thenmaking the long Journey
with three small children, seemed slmost more than we eould face. We could
not bear tne ldesm of a family separation when the outcome of the whole sff
affalr was so uncertain, even though the suggestion had been made that one
perent take Thomas to America,whnile the other should remain in India with
the other two children.

Inevitably the decision had to be made for sll of us to get off
to the United States at the earliest possible moment. énticipating tnis
necesslty, we had written to Bombgy esrlier to inquire about The possiblli-
ty of passage home. in those days a great many of the wives and small chlld-
ren of British officials went home for the summer, and ships were booked
up far in advance. A8 8 conaseguencs our raplﬁ was that the earliest bookin
any companycould give us was the middle of Apr.l. %hen the decision wanr
definite that we should go,my husband took the twenty-four hour train trip
to Bombay to see what gould be done by a personal appesrance.le was able to

secure accomocation for the five o§ us and for one of our mission lady doe-
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tors who was due to go on furlough and graclously gave yp & plenned tour o £
Burope in order to go with us all the way home. We were to leave Bombay on
Maren 8, trarﬁ‘ship at Aden,leaving that ship st Marsellle,¢roasing France
by traln and seiling from Cherbourg to New fork,reaching there March 30th.
That twentyefour day trip was considered a record,in the days before alr
planes were avallable,

khlle we were in Jabalpur at econventlon,Thomas developed pneumonia for
2 sseond time, and as he was too 111 to be moved, we laft him there with a
mission doctor aud nurse, and went home to Damoh, to paek for our trip and
to turn over our work.Un Mareh first, we returned,took our sick child out
of bed and Begen our traln joumney to Bombay,the first lap of the long trip
to Amerioa.lhe 3m ses air helped build Thomas up and he was well the whols
trip,untll he developed s cough the last few days on the Atlantie,

The morning after our arrival in fhilsdelphis,we took Thomas to the
Jefferson hospital, where X-rays were tesen snd exsmlngtions were given. My
firat meeting «ith Dr.Chevalier Jagkson,when sbout one o'elock he came to
the room where 1 was walting,was for me a deeply moving spirituel experien ce.

The sincere humility and kindliness of the truly great, was evident in hi s
every movement and word.He made me feel that my child was his greatest con=-
cern, end slthough his words were not as reassuring as I could have wished,

1 felt every confldence thst we had been gulded to the one person who could
helpx us. He said"l want to uake an exploratory examination now. The X-ray
shows some colleotion of pus and fluid around and baek of the besd and it

hes been lodged there so long,l may not be able to get it on the first tx-y/f
Imagine my surprise when one of his assistants came in fifteen minutes lat er
and said the bead was out. As it was drswn out of T omas' mouth, the bead

fell to the floor snd wes shatiered. Later the doctor told us thaet in s
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short time a lung abscess would have been likely to develop and then |
it would have been too lute to do snything.As 1t was, Thomas made an
uneventful recovery, has been able to lead normal life, and now lives
with his wife end four children, within a few miles of the spot where
the genius who invented the bronchoscope, saved hls 1ife.

When Thomas returned %0 his room after the operation, he de-
seribed his experience as follows:"Shen they put that thing in my
thrbat,l wanted to cough, but I couldn't cough, then 1 wanted to ecry,
but I eouldn't ery; so all I could do was just wheeze.”

A3 goon &8s I ecould leave Thomaes,l rushed to the hotel,whers my
husbana had remained with the other two ehlldren, to give hlm the
word of the successful operation. AF tears streemed down our faces,
in gretitude, we tried to reslize thé great relief in our hearts,
though that realization could not come all at ones.In fact for some
weeks afterward,when we heard the slightest nolse at nlght,we would b
be out of bed running towards Thomas' bed,befors we were awske senough
to know what was golng on.

Qur fipst errand was to send the one word cable"Out®,te our
friends in Indias.We hadarranged this code messsge, before leaving

lpdle, %o indicate that the bead was out and sll was well,

fie have never ceased to give thanks to God for the love and
prayers of Iriends in Indie and the United Stetes during those trying
days, for the sklll and devotiun of the many doctors and nurses wno
helped us, and for our faith in a loving God, whose strength and

presence sustained us throughout the whole ordesl. - a [l 1%
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